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The 2019-2020 season held many firsts for our audience 
and community. It began as a season of growth and 
momentum, bringing Florentine operatic debuts 
(Brook’s Tragedy of Carmen, Bernstein’s Trouble in 
Tahiti), new creative team and talent to wow our 
audience, and a fresh way for you to see and experience 
us through our refreshed branding and website. 

We spent the fall learning how all of these new 
components work together, and just as we hit our stride 
in spring with a sold-out opening night for Tragedy of 
Carmen, we got stopped in our tracks due to COVID-19. 

Creating a beautiful opera production and having it shut 
down on the eve of a full house was heartbreaking, but 
our drive for success didn’t allow us to give up. Finding 
a way to go digital in 24 hours, partnering with local 
small businesses to do it to the quality our audience 
and performers deserve, was exhilarating and nerve-
wracking. The performers rose to the occasion and 
then some, even though recording live on opening 
night is not the norm for an opera singer. And as the 
pandemic drove us off the stage, we buckled down 

to take that momentum and creativity and use it to 
sensitively envision a digital and intimate rebirth that 
is certainly lasting longer than we’d hoped. (We joke that 
our Friday the 13th opening night and Macbeth as our 
final program summoned the bad juju!)

We doubled down on our video investment, recording 
our school program just before emptying the building. 
That teamwork built a show that kids and families 
across the country are still enjoying. That inspired 
spin-off online content developed in collaboration with 
Minnesota Opera. Constraint is a friend to innovation, 
and while change at this speed and with these 
challenges can be painful, we’re heartened to see what 
these successes may mean going forward. 

You - our audience, supporters, fans and family - made 
all of this possible. Your comforting messages and 
heroic gifts allowed us to surpass our Herzfeld Spring 
Challenge goal, and end the year in the black and in good 
spirits. As we enter our 87th season, this old dame will 
sweep into a new normal with grace and good humor. 
After all, she keeps great company.
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In spite of this season’s unprecedented challenges 
caused by COVID-19, and thanks to so many in our 
community, we ended the year with a balanced budget!

∙  More than 500 households and organizations contributed $2,195,963 and 
we added $194,023 to the Florentine Endowment Fund. From donating 
tickets to increasing philanthropic support, our contributing households 
grew by nearly 10%.

∙   Our first season with new Chorusmaster, Benjamin Rivera.

∙ Our first-ever digitally produced operas, The Tragedy of Carmen and 
Cinderella reached more than 5,000 households with the help of Studio 
Gear and Kickball Media.

∙ The new Spotlight Series brought exciting new artists and repertoire 
to Milwaukee, including Laura Wilde and Milwaukee-native Emily Fons, 
who performed works by Jake Heggie, Carrie Jacob-Bonds, and more. 
The concerts were greeted with such enthusiasm that the series is fully 
sponsored for the coming season. Look for more rising stars on our stage 
in coming seasons, curating their own shows.

∙  Our Baumgartner Studio Artist Alumni continue to shine. Ariana Douglas 
and Tom Leighton returned for our production of The Marriage of Figaro. 
Leroy Davis joined the Ryan Young Artist Program at Chicago Lyric. Briana 
Moynihan and Nathaniel Hill appeared with Des Moines Opera this summer, 
and Nicole Heinen performed virtually with Chautauqua Opera. They do the 
Florentine proud.

∙   We began Quarantine Opera, a blog dedicated to exploring opera at any level, 
with drink pairings and a playful tone. Paired with our Quarantine Opera Book 
Club, co-hosted by the Milwaukee Rotary, we kept the ‘in person’ feel of our 
community. Attendees joined from Pennsylvania and Ohio!
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Relationships are messy! Figaro and Susanna thwart 
the lascivious tendencies of the count, and Mozart 
lays bare the struggles between the classes. Tuneful 
and rollicking, this is that rare comedy that shows us 
our humanity even as it entertains us.

 
 

THE MARRIAGE 
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COMPANY PREMIERE

Studio Artist Showcase with

TROUBLE IN 
TAHITI

We added a mini opera. Our Baumgartner Studio 
Artist Showcase opened with Leonard Bernstein's 
45-minute Trouble in Tahiti -- a Jazzy, “Mad Men” 
era dramady. The second half of the Baumgartner 
Studio Artist Showcase featured our young artists 
performing the songs that make them shine! 
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TRAGEDY 
OF CARMEN 

Robert Sobczak

The Gary and Cynthia Vasques 
Family Foundation

John Shannon & Jan Serr

Sandy & Bill Haack, in memory of 
Lloyd and Mary Ann Gerlach

Nita Soref

MA JOR 
SUPPORT  

FROM

VIRTUAL DEBUT

Oh Curses! As we prepared to open our sold-out 
performance of Peter Brook’s acclaimed chamber 
adaptation, COVID-19 appeared on our doorstep.  
The show must go on – so we brought the 
performance to you. Within 24 hours, we created  
a digital performance for our patrons.
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Donna & Donald 
Baumgartner

Mary Ann & Pete LaBahn

Nita Soref

MA JOR 
SUPPORT  
FROM

Macbeth hasn’t appeared at the Florentine Opera since 2006-7, 
and we were excited to bring Verdian singing and choruses, and 
the ever remarkable persona of Lady Macbeth, back to our stage. 
Our gracious sponsors applied their gifts to the already completed 
work done by our production and artistic partners. We hope to 
see this great piece grace our stage again in the future, and thank 
everyone for their generosity in donating tickets and making gifts 
to support us as we went dark. Your participation makes our return 
and recovery possible.

 
 

MACBETH
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Community 
Engagement

Cinderella
In person: 41 performances (71 scheduled)  
performed for 7,949 students and 625 Adults  
Digital: Over 2200 views

Colectivo
Florentine Opera continued its 15 year partnership 
with Colectivo Coffee and enjoyed performing to 
large audiences at their Lakefront Cafe, Humboldt 
Cafe, and Prospect Cafe.  

Spark!
The Florentine celebrated 10 years of performances 
at the Milwaukee Public Museum’s SPARK! program.  
This program is specifically designed for people in 
early to mid-stages of memory loss and dementia. 

Florentine Opera Camp
Florentine welcomed 14 high school aged singers for 
a week-long intensive camp at the end of July 2019.  
The singers worked on the many aspects of becoming 
a well rounded singer taking movement classes, 
private voice lessons and coaching, as well as studied 
vocal pedagogy and careers in opera.

Estabrook Beer Garden  
(Summer 2019)

Milwaukee Film Festival  
(Pavarotti Movie, Summer 2019)

Steinway Piano Gallery 

Quarantine Opera Book Club  
Shifted Community Engagement online 

Pivoting to PPE
Florentine Production Staff partnered with 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation in an opportunity 
both to serve our community and to give temporary 
employment for members of the Florentine staff  
who would otherwise have been without work in  
May and June.

We provided 1,200 cloth face masks and 1,207 
disposable isolation gowns to Children's Hospital, and 
an additional 420 cloth face masks to Amani United 
and the Dominican Center for distribution to youth 
and adults doing community restoration and building 
work in the Amani neighborhood.



Diva Gala & 
Spotlights

Chaired by the indomitable Kate and 
Don Wilson, and Faye and Rick Wetzel, 
with honorary chair Donna Ricco, the 
Diva Gala raised a record $282,641  
for Florentine education programs



$500,000 and Higher
The United Performing Arts Fund

$100,000 to $249,999
Herzfeld Foundation

$50,000 to $99,000
Anonymous
Nancy and Terry Anderson
Donald and Donna Baumgartner
The Lynde and Harry Bradley 

Foundation
Estate of Judith Drinka
Mary Ann and Charles LaBahn
Estate of Elizabeth P. Mackintosh
Robert Sobczak
Nita Soref
Estate of Edwin P. Wiley
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Wilson

$25,000 to $49,999
Demmer Charitable Trust

Drs. Peter Drescher and Karin  
Madsen Drescher

Estate of William E. Eastham
Glen and Claire Hackmann
The Frieda and William Hunt  

Memorial Trust
Marianne and Sheldon B. Lubar
George and Christine Sosnovsky 

Charitable Trust

$15,000 to $24,999
Bader Philanthropies
John P. Baumgartner
Mark Berry and Daniel Schmidt
Bucyrus Foundation, Inc.
Emory T. Clark Family  

Charitable Foundation
Cathy and Mario Costantini 
Ronald E. Jacquart
Wayne and Kristine Lueders
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pieper
Mary and V. Ross Read III

Michael Schmitz
John Shannon and Jan Serr
Gary and Cynthia Vasques  

Family Foundation
We Energies

$10,000 to $14,999
Burke Family
Milwaukee County CAMPAC
William and Sandy Haack
Margarete and David Harvey
Roy and Sigrid Jablonka
Angela Jacobi
William and Marian Nasgovitz 
PPC Foundation Inc. / Ideal Mechanical
ROS Foundation
Kim and John Schlifske
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder 

Charitable Trust
David V. Uihlein, Jr.
Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from 

the State of Wisconsin and the 
National Endowment for the Arts

O U R
D O N O R S

Our heart felt thanks go to all of our Annual Donors
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$5,000 to $9,999
Anon Charitable Trust
Nancy H. Balcer
Deborah Beck and Fred Sweet
Dr. and Mrs. Gerardo Caballero
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Cameli
Sarah and Peter Damsgaard
Foley & Lardner LLP
Hauske Family Foundation
Henry and Sue Herzing
Charles V. and Carol F. James Fund at 

the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Milwaukee Arts Board
William J. Murgas
David A. Paris Dentistry
Scott Patulski and Kristine Krause
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren
Wil* and Gen Schauer
Mark and Julie Steinhafel
Supporters of Opera Singers
Raechell Thuot and Craig Williams

$2,500 to $4,999
Tara Argall and Chris Fitzpatrick
Souheil and Lisa Badran
Baird
Ms. Judy Bamberger
Chicago Community Foundation 

Capacity Building Fund
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

Luedke Smith Fund 
Mildred L. & Herbert W. Roehr Fund

Dr. Richard J. Grunke and  
Mr. William Grasch

Reynolds and Linda Honold
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation, Inc
Mr. Stanley Kritzik
Gordon Lang and Julie Ziefle
Carrie and Paul Matteson
Donald Petersen and  

Corinthia Van Orsdol
Plunkett Family Foundation
Joanne and Vince Shiely
Faye and Rick Wetzel
Woman's Club of Wisconsin Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499
Laura and Mike Arnow
Clair and Mary Baum
Barbara Brennan Nelson
Dr. Rick J. Brewer
Dan Brinzac and Cynthia Lien
Greg and Denise Cole
John Dragisic
John E. Dyer and Theresa Skrivseth
Albert J. & Flora H. Ellinger Foundation
Robert and Christine Ferber
Dr. Frank and Cheryl Galka
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

Dr. Carl Eberbach & Elisabeth Falk        
       Eberbach Fund 

David C. Scott Charitable Trust 
Bernard J. & Marie E. Weiss Fund

Eckhart and Ischi Grohmann
Carol Grunberg and Jonathan Glasser
Scott and Linda Haag
Dr. Carla Hay
Heil Family Foundation
Judy and Mark Hibbard
Ms. Bett Jacquart
Ksenija and Marijan Jednacak
Kenneth C. Krei
Tom and Jane Lacy
Joan P. Lubar Charitable Fund
Lubar & Company, Inc.  

Matching Gift Program
C.T. Lucas
P. Michael and Laurie Mahoney
Mr. A. Bela Maroti
Robert and Ann McCormick
Dr. Ann H. McDonald
James L. McFarland
Jean Baumgartner McGrath
Tom and Anne Metcalfe
Ann and Steve Merkow
George and Sallie Meyer
Mark and Goldi Miller
Jen and Mark Mitchell
Drs. Kamal and Ninette Nassif
Mrs. Susan Nichols
Mrs. Jane S. O'Connell
Charles D. Ortgiesen Foundation
Joseph R. Pabst
Richard and Lois Pauls

Jim Phillips
Drs. Alan and Carol Pohl
Marcia JS Richards and  

Donald R. Whitaker
Neil and Carol Rowe
Mrs. Dolores E. Ruetz
Michael and Mary Burke Ryan
Sadoff Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Schwarz
Sue and Bud Selig
Mary H. Shiely
Warren and Sue Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Teerlink
Robert and Anne Trunzo
Jane and Steve Waldbaum
Mary Ann and Ron Wallenfang
Mr. Kenneth R. Walter and  

Dr. Antoinette Zell
Heide Wetzel
Weyco Group Charitable Trust
Timothy and Marsia Wiberg
Herbert Zien and Elizabeth Levins

$500 to $999
Anonymous (2)
Joseph and Dawnia Alioto
John Ambrose
Mary Pikul Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. R. Schwartz Atherton
Julie Attermeier
Robert Balderson
Amanda and Jason Baltz
Mike and Laurie Berman
Mr. Art Blair
Murph Burke
Fr. David Cooper
Drs. Elaine Drobny and Harry Kerr
Dr. Carl Eisenberg
Storm Elser
Mr. Joseph Engman
Charles and Dorothy Farina Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Forrest
Stanley and Janet Fox
Drs. Gerald and Colette Gordon
Peter and Christina Haenle
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hagerman
James and Mary Ann Hanson
Jeffrey and Cynthia Harris
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Tom and Marianne Hearden
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Daniel W. Hoan Foundation
Jim and Jane Jerzak
Marilyn W. John
Michael and Monica Jurken
Chris and Emilia Layden
Christopher and Jana Lind
John Link
Jeffery Loss and Dawn McCarthy
Paul and Linda Maly
Keith Mardak
Mrs. Joan R. McCracken
Howard and Sara Miller
Clay and Donna Nesler
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 

Volunteer Support Program
Col. and Mrs. Ralph Olsen
Maggey and David Oplinger
Deborah and Jamshed Patel
Candy and Bruce Pindyck
Thomas and Susan Quadracci
James Quinn
Deborah and Albert Selker
Greg and Zari Semerdjian
Allison and Andrew Steinhafel
George and Eileen Stone
Matthew and Amy Strong
Nancy J. Tawney
Ned and Bonnie Timarac
Usinger Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vogel
Vincent and Sarah Vogelsang
Jan Wade
Jeff and Fran Wagner
Mrs. Barbara Wanless
Stacy and Blair Williams
Beth Wnuk

$250 to $499
Anonymous
Geoffrey and Karen Bilda
Joel and Geraldine Biller
Eileen Bodoh
Micaela and Pat Bomhack
Jill Broekhuizen
Dr. F. Martin Brutvan
John and Opal Collier
Jesse DeGroat

Brian and Heidi Dondlinger
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle  

Charitable Trusts
Elizabeth L. Elser
John and Mary Emory
John and Laura Emory
Leah Fiasca
Dr. David Galbis-Reig
James Glazier
Michael and Susan Goldstone
John and Mary Ellen Gormican
Ardis Gottschalk and Joel Puleo
Marion and Mitch Gottschalk
Kathleen A. Griffin
Katherine Grogan
Joanne Grunau
Norman C. Gunder
Meg and Douglas Haag
Nancy E. Hack Fund at the Greater 

Milwaukee Foundation
Thomas and Dierdre Halat
Robert Heider
Lindsay and Eric Hochkammer
Frances Hunter
Mr. Juris Jaunkalnietis
Jay Kay Foundation
Mark Kirkish
Constance and Ronald Koehn
Jason Kohout and Katherine Spitz
Angie Kopf
Gary Koppelberger
David Korr
Janice and Steen Larsen
Dr. Charles Leadholm
Nora and David B. Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Manley
Mrs. Donna Martynski
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Matusinec
Gregory and Denise McCarthy
Jeffrey Morin
Christine Mortensen
Robert and Theresa Muselman
Mr. Mark Niehaus
Kathy Nusslock
Susan O'Leary
Ilke and Peter Panzer
Wendy L. Pribbanow
Byrda and Irving Raffe
Leon and Vera Remeniuk

Gregory Rihn
Chrisanne and Matthew Robertson
Ron and Micky Sadoff
James Scholler
Martin Schreiber
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schwallie
Brad and Latasha Schwartz
Johan and Jane Segerdahl
Ms. Marsha Sehler
Katherine M. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Morton Soifer
Maria and Reginald Sprecher
Elisa and Keith Stachowiak
Corinne and John F. Steinmiller
Gillian A. Stewart
John and Gina Taucher
Richard and Diane Terry
Dean and Kathy Thome
Joseph and Hearther Zgonc

$100 to $249
Anonymous
Lee Allen
Drs. Thomas and Jessica Ambelang
David and Patricia Anderson
Ronald and Regina Antonie
Kathy Balistreri
Jennifer Bardeen
Michael Barna
Brad Becker
David Benner and Diane Benjamin
Sally Bentley
Mr. David Berger
Ms. Victoria Bernd
Amalia Biester
Mary Bolich
Richard Boyum and Louie Chua
Ms. Rosemarie Braun
Ms. Sidney H. Bremer
Edward J. Hammond and  

Marcia P. Brooks
Elias and Stephanie Chedid
Mr. William Chester
Robert Christie
Mary Ann Clark
Barbara Collignon
Nicholas and Stella Contos
David Cross and Joan Fagan
Pat and Phil Crump
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Paul Dekker
Lisa Dickerson
Diane Dillett
Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. Drake
Matthew and Erin Edlhuber
Bruce and Consuelo Edwards
Holly Eisenhardt
Mr. John F. Emanuel
Roberta & Sanford Fedderly Donor 

Advised Fund of the Jewish 
Community Foundation

Sharon and John Fenlon
Dr. and Mrs. Morris Firebaugh
Hannah Flagg
David S. Flores
Ms. Suzanne O. Freshley
Martha and John Galvin
Roberta Ganiere
June Garland
Elizabeth Gaston
GE Foundation Matching Gifts Program
George L. N. Meyer Family Foundation
Ms. Sharon R. Grant
Mary Jane and Dale Graves
Brent and Mary Gregory
Ellen Guiseppi
Andrew and Patricia Guzikowski
Johanna Halffman
Deborah Hansen
Bro. John Hauenstein, S.D.S.
Judy Hecker
Sally M. Heuer
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Hintz
William Hoekstra
Mr. Kurt W. Hornig
Mrs. Cindy Legrand Hosale
Joel Huffman
Stephen Hurley
Leslie Jahnke
Kay Jensen
Rosemary Kenigsberg
Matthew Kovacich and Maira Gavioli
Monica H. Krause
Mr. Jeffrey J. Krieg
Konrad Kuchenbach and John Holland
Lawrence Kujawski
Randall Kunkel
Beth Kushner
David W. Larsen

Steven and Margaret Laughlin
Esther and Larry Lauwasser
Eric and Susi Lind
Susan Lindahl
Jolayne Lindberg
Gretchen R. Lindstrom
Mr. Daniel E. Luedtke
Johanna G. Lutterbie
Melanie Maddux
Peter Mamerow
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Marriner
Emmi Mcadams
Drs. Caryl and Stratton McAllister
Amy and Joseph McCarthy
Marie McCloud
Patrick and Margaret McFadden
Rachel McGraw and Patrick Brady
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Mendelsohn
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond G. Meyer
Perry and Susan Michalos
Gina Micheli
Claire Michelstetter and  

Robert C. Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. Gale Miller
Debra Miller
David Miyama
Nikola and Lydia Mladenovic
Arthur Moats
Emilia Molle
Chancellor Mark Mone and  

Dr. Sara Swanson
Richard C. Monti
Robert T. Moon
Anna and Jaime Moreno
Vivian Moutafian
Mary Jo and James Mueller
Donald and Beth Nathan
Nicholas Family Foundation
James O'Brien
Patricia O'Malley
Shelia I. Payton
Dr. Morton Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pire
Chris Pitera
James and Karen Pogorelc
Mrs. Mary S. Pollock
William Bradley and Jill Anna Ponasik
William Prost and Cynthia  

Krueger Prost

Kathy Pyeatt and Dan Kerkman
Linda Radder
Rosalinda Repinski
George and Dotty Roth
Mark Rountree
Mr. James Samsal
Linda Sather
Tara Schnaible
Peter Schuessler
Jay and Sara Schwister
Shawn Selk and Michelle Herro
Edward and Mary Signatur
Robert Smith
William and Paula Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sostarich
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Spalding
Ms. Catherine Spyres
Judith R. Stano
Robert Staszak
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Steren
Alex Stewart
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Tabash
Stacy and Susan Terris
Cheryl Wahlberg
Jerry Warzyn
Mr. John M. Wermuth
Teresa Wetzel
Emily Whitman
Lory Wycklendt
Mikel Wyckoff
Marshall and Dyan Yoder
Karen and Walter Zoller

* Friends we lost this season

Generous In-Kind Support 
provided by:
Burke Chocolates
Digerati Partners
ENCORE Playbills
Kahler Slater
Kickball Media
Majic Productions
David Mungenast and Michael Barna
Ogletree Deakins
Studio Gear
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Ticket Sales                                                        $178,709

Education & Outreach                                     $61,435

Other                                                                            $7,875

Annual Donations                                        $1,453,747

UPAF Allocation                                              $726,954 

Government                                                          $33,001

Non Cash Donations                                       $20,202

   TOTAL REVENUE                                  $ 2,481,923  

Production                                                      $1,479,463

Education & Engagement                          $321,376

Administration                                                 $290,794

Development                                                     $225,077

Fixed Asset Impairment                                   ––––  

   TOTAL EXPENSES                                 $ 2,316,710  

Payables & Accrued Expenses                              $11,392

Line of Credit                                                                             $0

Payroll Protection Program Loan                    $217,000

Advanced Ticket Sales                                             $116,415

Other Deferred Revenue                                       $148,240

  TOTAL LIABILITIES                                                $493,047

Unrestricted Reserves &  
Restricted Funds                                                 $ 3,140,168

TOTAL LIABILITIES & 
NET ASSETS                                                       $ 3,633,215 NET OPERATING INCOME                    $ 165,213

Cash                                                                                   $413,385 

Investments & Endowments                          $2,866,843

Receivables & Prepaid Expenses                      $341,219

Property & Equipment, net                                      $11,768

  TOTAL ASSETS                                                      $3,633,215 

                      $62,449 

                $2,655,678

                    $339,222

                        $21,464

             $  3,078,813 

                        $88,780

                     $297,000

                                    $0

                       $104,718

                      $109,500

                   $599,998

                  $2,478,815

             $  3,078,813

Financial
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Ticket Sales                                                        $178,709

Education & Outreach                                     $61,435

Other                                                                            $7,875

Annual Donations                                        $1,453,747

UPAF Allocation                                              $726,954 

Government                                                          $33,001

Non Cash Donations                                       $20,202

   TOTAL REVENUE                                  $ 2,481,923  

Production                                                      $1,479,463

Education & Engagement                          $321,376

Administration                                                 $290,794

Development                                                     $225,077

Fixed Asset Impairment                                   ––––  

   TOTAL EXPENSES                                 $ 2,316,710  

Dr. Peter Drescher 
PRESIDENT

Kathleen A. Wilson 
PAST PRESIDENT

Catherine Costantini 
VP EDUCATION / 
PRESIDENT ELECT

Wayne Lueders 
SECRETARY

Wendy Burke 
VP HUMAN RESOURCES

Raechell Thuot 
VP MARKETING & 
AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT

Mary Shiely 
VP FINANCE & TREASURER

Mark Cameli 
VP GOVERNANCE

Claire Hackmann 
VP DEVELOPMENT

Dr. Richard Grunke 
CO-VP ARTISTIC ADVISORY

Jan Wade 
CO-VP ARTISTIC ADVISORY

DIRECTOR TERMS RENEWING
Claire Hackmann

Robert Sobczak

Gerardo Caballero

NEW BOARD DIRECTORS
Marion Gottschalk

Megan Sheffer-Czuta

Ronald Jacquart

Board  
Officers  
Elect
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We fondly remember the Life Directors  
whom we've lost this year

Wilbert E. SchauerLloyd Gerlach Ruth P. Taylor  Edwin P. Wiley



BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
2019-2020
Dr. Peter Drescher
PRESIDENT

Kathleen A. Wilson  
PAST PRESIDENT 

Wendy Burke
VP HUMAN RESOURCES

Catherine Costantini
VP EDUCATION/PRESIDENT ELECT

Wayne Lueders
SECRETARY

Raechell Thuot
VP MARKETING & 
AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT

Mary Shiely
VP FINANCE AND TREASURER

Mark Cameli 
VP GOVERNANCE

Dr. Richard Grunke 
CO-VP ARTISTIC ADVISORY

Claire Hackmann 
VP DEVELOPMENT

Jan Wade 
CO-VP ARTISTIC ADVISORY

DIRECTORS 
Tara Argall
Mark Berry
Gerardo Caballero
Sarah Damsgaard
Ronald Jacquart
David Paris
Robert Sobczak 

Julie Steinhafel

LIFE DIRECTORS
Nancy Anderson
Donald Baumgartner
James Ericson
Lloyd Gerlach*
Glen F. Hackmann
Laurence Hammond, Jr.
Louise Hedrick
Reynolds K. Honold
Mary Ann LaBahn

Marianne Lubar
A. Bela Maroti
Clay Nesler
Jane S. O’Connell
Richard Pieper
Karen Plunkett
Mary Read
Wilbert E. Schauer*
Michael J. Schmitz
Nita Soref
Ruth Taylor*
Edwin P. Wiley*

STAFF
Maggey Oplinger
GENERAL DIRECTOR AND CEO

Francesco Milioto
ARTISTIC ADVISOR

Kristine Davis-Koch
DIRECTOR OF AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT

Bob Heider
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Eric Lind
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

Stephanie Kellenberger
BOX OFFICE AND PATRON  
SERVICES MANAGER

Jennifer Schulte
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN MANAGER

Lisa Kay Hanson
DIRECTOR OF ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATION

Janna Ernst
PRINCIPAL PIANIST AND COACH

Dr. Benjamin Rivera
CHORUS MASTER

John Stumpff
MANAGER OF EDUCATION AND  
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Lisa Schlenker
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Mel Benson
COSTUME SHOP MANAGER

Richard Rogers
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

Erica Cartledge
RESIDENT WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER

MAJOR INSTITUTIONAL  
SUPPORT FROM


